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WHO WE ARE 

 

 

An inquiry into the 

nature of the self; 

beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, 

mental, social and 

spiritual health; human 

relationships including 

families, 

friends, communities 

and cultures; rights and 

responsibilities; what it 

means to 

be human 

WHERE WE ARE IN 

PLACE AND TIME 

 

An inquiry into 

orientation in place and 

time; personal histories; 

homes and 

journeys; the 

discoveries, 

explorations and 

migrations of 

humankind; the 

relationships between, 

and the 

interconnectedness of, 

individuals and 

civilizations from local 

and global perspectives. 

HOW WE EXPRESS 

OURSELVES 

 

An inquiry into the 

ways in which we 

discover and express 

ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs 

and values; the ways 

in which we reflect on, 

extend and 

enjoy our creativity; 

our appreciation of 

the aesthetic. 

HOW THE WORLD 

WORKS 

 

An inquiry into the 

natural world and its 

laws; the interaction 

between the 

natural world (physical 

and biological) and 

human societies; how 

humans use 

their understanding of 

scientific principles; 

the impact of scientific 

and 

technological 

advances on society 

and on the 

environment. 

HOW WE ORGANIZE 

OURSELVES 

 

An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness 

of human-made 

systems and 

communities; the 

structure and 

function of 

organizations; 

societal decision 

making; 

economic activities 

and their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment. 

SHARING THE PLANET 

 

 

An inquiry into rights 

and responsibilities in 

the struggle to share 

finite 

resources with other 

people and with other 

living things; 

communities and the 

relationships within 

and between them; 

access to equal 

opportunities; peace 

and conflict resolution. 
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Central Idea:  

Making balanced   

choices about daily  

routines enables us to  

have a healthy lifestyle.   

Key concepts:   

function,   

causation,reflection  

Related concepts:  

connection  

diversity  

health  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Daily habits and   

routines   

(hygiene,sleep,play,eati 

ng)  

(function)  

Balanced choices   

(causation)  

Consequences of   

choices   

(reflection) 

Central Idea:  

Documenting personal  

histories allow us to  

reflect on and celebrate  

who we are and where  

we've come from  

Key concepts:   

change,causation,reflec 

tion  

Related concepts:  

responsibility, diversity,  

needs,   

time/history,culture  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Ways of documenting  

personal history  

(causation)  

Personal change from  

birth to present (self  

and family)  

(change)  

Reflecting on past   

experience  

(reflection) 

Central Idea:  

Stories share common  

elements and give us  

pleasure by helping  

our imagination to  

grow.  

Key concepts:   

form, function,   

perspective  

Related concepts: 

emotions,   

perspective,  

cooperation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Elements of a story  

(form)  

How we can tell   

stories (function)  

Feelings and emotions  

that stories evoke  

(perspective)  

Central Idea:  

Animals and plants  

grow and change in  

different ways  

Key concepts:   

function,change,causa 

tion  

Related concepts: 

cycle, classification,  

responsibility,habitats, 

climate  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Classification of living  

things, their   

properties,   

similarities, and   

differences (form) Life 

cycle(change)  

Our responsibility  

towards animals and  

nature (responsibility) 

Central Idea:  

Communities   

function more   

effectively when rules  

and routines are  

shared with all   

members  

Key concepts:   

form, connection,  

responsibility  

Related concepts: 

roles, community,  

system,cooperation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

How rules are made  

(form)  

Rules are important  

and why (connection)  

A community needs  

rules (responsibility) 

Central Idea:  

Our personal choices 

can change the  

environment   

Key concepts:   

connection, causation,  

responsibility  

Related concepts: 

function, system,  

biodiversity,   

environment   

Lines of Inquiry:  

Origins of waste   

(connection)  

Reusing and recycling  

different materials  

(causation)  

Reducing waste   

(responsibility) 
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Central Idea: 

Homes reflect personal 

identity and local 

culture. 

 

Key concepts: form, 

perspective, change, 

function 

 

Related concepts: 

creativity, diversity, 

identity, culture, time, 

change/ continuity, 

(geographical/ 

settlement) patterns, 

populations, 

civilizations, landforms 

Lines of Inquiry: 

The concept and 

different types of home  

 

Circumstances that 

determine where 

people live  

 

Homes in the past and 

now  

 

Central Idea: 

Communities are 

enriched by their 

members and the 

different perspectives 

they bring.  

 

Key concepts: change, 

perspective, 

responsibility 

 

Related concepts: 

continuity, diversity, 

community, system, 

order, conflict/ 

cooperation, choice 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

Various communities 

we belong to 

People (community 

helpers) within a 

community  

Roles and 

responsibilities within a 

community 

Central Idea: 

Our Imagination 

allows us to think, 

create and express 

ourselves in new ways 

without boundaries 

and without fear. 

Key concepts: 

function, perspective, 

causation  

 

Related concepts: 

creativity, 

interpretation, 

imagination, empathy, 

invention, 

transformation, 

change/ continuity, 

value 

Lines of inquiry: 

Our imagination opens 

our minds to creativity 

and enjoyment 

Imagination helps us to 

consider other 

perspectives and to 

solve problems 

The value of imagination 

for creating our 

personalities 

 

Central Idea: 

Living things’ life 

cycles and adaptations 

to the natural world.  

 

Key concepts: change, 

connection, causation 

Related concepts:  

transformation, adaptation, 

reproduction, sequences, 

growth, organism, diet, 

cycles, life cycles, systems, 

landform, relationships, 

interdependence, climate, 

geology, balance, 

communication, 

expression, connection, 

influence, order, 

perspective, process 

Lines of inquiry: 

Living things and life 

cycles 

Natural world of our 

planet 

Factors that determine 

the life of living things 

 

  

Central Idea: 

Transportation 

systems are created 

to meet the needs of 

the community.  

 

Key concepts:  

causation, function, 

responsibility 

Related concepts: 

human systems, 

transportation, 

community, order, 

interdependence, 

structure, change, 

continuity 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

Types of 
transportation 
systems in our 
community  

Need for Transport 
 
Designing and Making 
Transport 
 

Central Idea: 

People interact with 

the natural world.  

 

Key concepts: form, 

connection, 

responsibility 

Related concepts: 
deforestation, biodiversity, 

environment, choice, 

conservation, geography, 

permaculture, conservation, 

interdependence, order, 

resources, sustainability, 

harmony, balance, influence, 

inspiration, movement, 

attitudes, teamwork, wellness, 

health, expression, influence, 

perspective, process 

 

Lines of inquiry: 

Natural vs. Human 

made environment  

Human use of the 

natural environment  

The impact 

(benefit/harm) our 

actions have on the 

environment  
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Central Idea:  

Healthy life could be a  

choice  

Key concepts:   

function, connection,  

perspective  

Related concepts:  body 

form,   

improvement, growth,  

energy, strength, rest,  

character  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Healthy choices in food,  

physical activity and  

personal hygiene   

(function)  

The link between   

exercise, nutrition and  

physical well-being  

(connection)  

The views of different  

people on balanced  

meals and healthy  

lifestyle (perspective) 

 

Central Idea:  

People construct   

buildings suited to their  

needs and location   

Key concepts:  

form, function, change  

Related concepts:  

location, history,   

diversity, settlement,  

amenities   

Lines of Inquiry:  

Buildings around the  

world (form)  

The purposes of various  

buildings (function)  

Buildings in the past,  

present and the future  

(change)  

 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

People often use art  

to express their   

feelings, thoughts and  

beliefs  

Key concepts:   

form, perspective,  

connection  

Related concepts: 

aesthetics, diversity,  

heritage, culture,  

preservation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

The characteristics of  

art (form)  

Different types of art  

(perspective)  

Expressing our   

feelings, thoughts and  

beliefs through art  

(connection) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Weather happens  

every day and   

everywhere   

Key concepts:   

function, change,  

causation  

Related concepts: 

impact, location,  

landscape,   

dependence  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Collecting and   

interpreting the   

weather data   

 

Weather variations  

according to different  

regions of the world   

Severe weather   

phenomena   

 
 

 

Central Idea:  

People choose   

different jobs within  

their communities   

Key concepts:   

form, responsibility,  

connection  

Related concepts: 

roles, community,  

initiative, fulfillment  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Different jobs people  

do (form)  

Rights and duties of a  

worker   

(responsibility)  

Skills and attitudes  

required for different  

careers (connection) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

People make choices  

to save the Earth’s  

resources  

Key concepts:   

form, causation,  

responsibility  

Related concepts: 

impact, pollution,  

consumption,   

preservation,   

sustainability   

Lines of Inquiry:  

Classification of   

natural resources  

(form)  

People’s choices in  

using the Earth’s  

resources (causation)  

Practices required to  

save the Earth's   

resources   

(responsibility) 
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Central Idea:  

Role models have   

attitudes and beliefs  

that help them reach  

their goals and set an  

example for others  

Key concepts:   

form, perspective,  

connection.  

Related concepts:  

values, evidence,   

impact, beliefs,   

behavior  

Lines of Inquiry:  

The characteristics of a  

role model (form)  

How and why we   

choose our role models  

(perspective)  

The influence of role  

models on our choices  

and actions.   

(connection) 
 

Central Idea:  

History and geography  

shape a country’s  

culture  

Key concepts:   

connection, form  

Related concepts: 

history, geography,  

orientation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

The relation between  

past and present   

(connection)  

Different geographical  

features of a country  

(form)  

 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Celebrations and  

traditions are ways to  

express our cultures  

Key concepts:   

form, connection,  

function  

Related concepts: 

symbolism, culture,  

beliefs, values  

Lines of Inquiry:  

The characteristics of  

a culture (form)  

How culture shapes  

our lives (connection)  

Celebrations and  

traditions and how  

they are carried out in  

our culture (function)  

 
 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Access to water   

influences life  

Key concepts:   

causation,   

responsibility, change  

Related concepts: 

matter, properties,  

classification,   

comparison, cycle,  

conservation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

States of water, their  

use and purpose  

(change)   

The water cycle and  

the consequences of  

its disruption   

(causation)  

Unequal access to  

world’s water   

resources   

(responsibility)  
 

Central Idea:  

Marketplaces depend  

on the ability to   

produce goods and  

supply services that  

can be exchanged   

Key concepts:   

function, connection   

Related concepts: 

interdependence,  

supply and demand,  

community,   

interaction  

Lines of Inquiry:  
The medium of   

exchange in various  

marketplaces (function)  

Ethics of the   

marketplace (function)  

How and in what ways  

we depend on people in  

other places   

(connection)  

How global movement  

and communication  

affect the availability of  

goods and services  

(connection)  

 

 

Central Idea:  

Mutually dependent  

organisms live in  

various ecosystems  

and maintain   

biodiversity  

Key concepts:   

function, change,  

responsibility  

Related concepts: 

features, duty,   

relations,   

classification,   

biodiversity, habitat,  

ecosystem, survival  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Different animal   

habitats (function)  

Animal adaptations to  

their habitats (change)  

How habitats are  

affected by human  

interference   

(responsibility) 
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Central Idea:  
Throughout life, our  bodies 

go through a series  of 

changes that make us  who 

we are  

Key concepts:   

function, change,  

responsibility  

Related concepts: body,  

interdependence,   

health, choices,   

exercise, behavior,  

improvement  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Types and functions of  

body systems.   

(function)  

Physical, social and  

emotional changes  

associated with   

puberty. (change)  

Our responsibility to  

our bodies.   

(responsibility) 
 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Past civilizations shape  

present day systems  

and technologies  

Key concepts:   

form, causation,   

connection  

Related concepts: 

history, culture,   

technology, lifestyle,  

discovery, progress  

Lines of Inquiry:  

What were ancient  

civilizations like (form)  

How inventions and  

development bring  

about change in   

communities and  

societies (causation)  

Impact on our present  

life (connection) 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Advertising and mass  

media create and  

manipulate messages  

to target specific  

audiences  

Key concepts:   

perspective, form,  

connection  

Related concepts: 

audience, visual text,  

interpretation,   

meaning, aesthetics,  

techniques, creativity,  

influence  

Lines of Inquiry:  

The purpose of   

advertising   

(perspective)  

The types, styles and  

locations of   

advertisements (form)  

The power of visual  

communication   

(persuasive   

techniques)   

(connection)  
 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Energy exists in   

different forms and it  

simplifies people's  

lives in different ways  

Key concepts:   

form, change,   

responsibility  

Related concepts: 

transformation,   

conservation  

Lines of Inquiry:  

Forms of energy  

(form)  

The production and  

transfer of energy  

(change)  

Energy conservation  

(responsibility )  

 

 

PYP Exhibition 

 

 

 

Central Idea: 

Children worldwide 

face a variety of 

challenges and risks. 

 

Key concepts:  

form, function, 

perspective 

 

Related concepts: 

equality, rights 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 

Challenges and risks 

that children face 

(form) 

 

How children respond 

to challenges and risks 

(function) 

 

Ways in which 

individuals, 

organizations and 

nations work to 

protect children from 

risk (perspective) 
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